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SHORE HEARTS GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE

Ph: 609 971 5267/732 341 8200

Fax:  609 971 5267

e-mail: adoptions@shorehearts.org

Web: www.shorehearts.org
HOME VISIT REPORT

Name:___________________________________________________ Home Visit Date:____________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________State:__________________Zip:____________________

Home Phone:___________________  Work Phone:__________________   E-mail address:____________

Complete this section at the home visit:

ALL residents of home where the dog will be living should be present during the home visit.  If not, who is absent and why?  ___________________________________________________________________________

Dwelling is: House____ Apartment____ Townhouse____ Mobile Home_______Other__________________

If rental, are pets permitted? ____Is dwelling on an upper level? _____ Stairs? ___  Number of stairs:______

Is the street: Busy____ Quiet____ In-between____  Describe setting: Rural____ Suburban____ Urban____

Is the yard fenced? _____   If no fence, how & where will the family exercise the dog? _________________

If the fence is an underground electric fence, are there other dogs loose in the neighborhood? __________

Is the property near a busy street?  ______  Who would train the dog to respect the electric fence and what methods would be used?  _____________________________________________________________________
Describe the fence (height, length, etc.)  Is it in good repair?  _______________________________________

How would fenced area be used? _______________________________________

Special features in yard:    pool? ______ Does pool have a winter cover?______  Is pool separately fenced?__________  Is there a pond or stream? _____________

Advise family that it is difficult to keep Goldens out of the water & note their reaction:  _________________________________



Describe applicant’s property briefly:

Tell us why you are looking to get a dog (or another dog): _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

What breeds have you considered? _____________________________________________________________

Why do you think you might want a dog? ______________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you understand that most dogs have a “need to be close” nature?  ____________________________

​
Previous dog experience: _____________________________________________________________________

At what age(s) and under what circumstances did previous dog(s) die or leave your home? ____________


___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Presently own other dogs? _____ Altered? ____     Breed(s): _______________  Wgt.______  Age _________

Does dog appear well cared-for? ____________  Is it well-behaved? ________________________________

Does dog get along with other dogs? __________________________________________________________

Do you own any other animals, or do your neighbors have animals that you would like to consider in this adoption process, such as cats that may wander into the yard? (cats, dogs, birds, lizards, rodents, etc.):

If there is a cat in the home, has the cat been around dogs before?  ____________  Is there cat food sitting on the floor?_____ Is the litter box in an area that will be protected from the Golden?______  Inform the family that cat litter, especially the popular clumping variety is dangerous & unhealthy for a dog if ingested and observe their reaction:  _________________________________________.

If there is another dog in the home, has the dog been around other dogs before?  ___________  How does the dog get along with other dogs?  __________________________________________________________

Are there regular visitors, including children, to your home, human or animal, with which your new dog must get along? (describe) _________________________________________________________________

Work schedules of adults in the house: ______________________________________________________

How many hours a day (on average) will the dog spend alone? __________________________________

Where will the dog spend days (check all that apply)? Indoors (loose)___ Indoors (crated)___

Indoors (in a room)___ Basement___ Garage___ Fenced yard (loose)___ Loose (unfenced)___ Tied out___ Kennel run___ Other ______________________________________________________________________

Where will the dog spend nights (check all that apply)? Indoors (loose)___ Indoors (crated)___

Indoors (in a room)___ Basement___ Garage___ Fenced yard (loose)___ Loose (unfenced)___

Tied out___ Kennel run___ Other______________________________________________________________

Are there house plants that could be consumed by a dog?  ______  Are there fragile items on tables that a  tail could knock off? _________   Advise & note reaction:  __________________________________

Are there areas of the house the dog will not be allowed? ______________________________________________

Will you allow your dog on the furniture?  ___________________________________________

What do you plan to feed the dog?  ________________  (Discuss the importance of feeding a high quality diet.)  Where will the dog eat? ______________________ Where will water dish be kept?  ________________________ (Discuss that some dogs are slobs with water!)   Is this area suitable?_______________________ 

Are there lots of toys on the floor?_____________ Discuss that dogs consider all toys theirs, especially soft stuffed animals, and that some dogs like to de-stuff stuffed toys.  Note reaction: ______________________________________________

Is there a dog door to the outside?     Y / N    Location?   House / garage / basement ​​​​​​__________ How/When is it used?  _____________________________________________________________________________________

How do you feel about crating?  ________________________________________________________________

Where will the dog be kept during vacations? ____________________________________________________

How, by whom, and how often will the dog be exercised? __________________________________________

Who would be the primary caregiver for this dog? _________________________

What kind of training have you completed with previous dogs?  None?  House manners?  Obedience class?  Competitive obedience?  Agility?  Therapy dog?  Other (describe):  ________________________
Would you be willing to take your dog to an obedience class?  Yes____  No____

If no, why not? _________________________________________________________________

Discuss that to maintain or improve a dog’s obedience level, it will take time, effort, and some money for obedience classes, etc.  Look for commitment level of applicants and support from family members.

Have you discussed how you plan to discipline the dog when behavior not acceptable?_____ 

If the dog pees on the floor when you are gone, what would you do?  _________________________________________________________________________________

If the dog eats a chocolate cake from the counter, what would you do? __________________________

What activities do you plan to engage in with this dog?  _________________________________________

Do you have a leash law in your city/town? ____ Describe:_______________________________

Have you ever housebroken a dog before?  Yes____ No____Are you willing to housebreak an adopted dog?  Yes____ No____(Discuss how it is often easy to housebreak an adult dog.)

Discuss the following – check any areas where reservations are expressed:

· Some breeds shed year round, ears need occasional cleaning, toenails need clipping regularly, teeth need regular brushing

· Dogs should get yearly DHLPP/Bordetella booster vaccinations and they must have annual heartworm tests and take preventative for at least 9 months of the year.  (If they take heartworm preventative year round, they need biannual heartworm tests.)  They also need a rabies shot every 3 years.  Assess willingness to obtain this routine care.

· Dogs need daily exercise and mental stimulation to help avoid behavioral problems. (discuss how the dog’s having a “job” makes for a better behaved, happier dog) 

· The cost of owning a Dog can be from $750-1200 a year.  If your dog becomes ill, vet bills can quickly exceed that amount.  

· Dogs need daily care and playtime and may require lifestyle adjustments to make sure that they get adequate attention.  

· Dogs will retrieve almost anything and may chew.

· In a new home, most rescue dogs will need a while to settle in.  Although the foster home has started teaching the dog manners, most rescue dogs will need a considerable amount of additional training and patience, but the effort is well worth it.  Each dog is an individual with a unique personality, but all benefit from consistency and understanding.  No dog can be guaranteed to be housebroken in a new place with new schedules and routines.  It’s important to teach the dog what you expect.  

Any applicant preference/stipulations in a Rescue Dog (age, color, sex) or issues that they are sensitive about?   Please explain in detail:

Please tell the applicant that you have to return the report to the rescue’s Adoption Coordinator, and the applicant will hear from us within two weeks and is welcome to contact us with any questions at any time.  
Complete this section at home:

Attitude of applicants and overall commitment:

Describe behavior of adults amongst themselves, to any other pets, and to any dog you brought on the home visit (respectful, hectic, loud, quiet, commanding, laid back, etc.):

Describe behavior of any children in relation to adults, to other children, and to pets:

Do applicant’s preferences/stipulations in a large breed seem realistic to you?  Does the age requested appear to be manageable for this home & family?  Explain:

Any special needs or unusual circumstances of applicant (calm dog due to applicant’s age or disability, perhaps only a dog with some training as this will be applicant’s first dog ever, etc.)?  This is your opinion and is vital information.  Older people should consider knee/hip problems, etc. – what will they do on snowy days, etc.?  Same with children – who will make sure to enforce that the dog is not allowed to dash out the door?  Do you trust the parents to enforce this properly with the children, and do you think the children will listen?

Would you feel comfortable leaving your dog with the applicant?  Explain.

Describe any safety concerns you may have if a dog is placed in this home:

Would you recommend placing a Shore Hearts Golden Retriver Rescue dog in this home? ______ Any restrictions?
Any additional comments?

Home Visitor’s Name (print): _____________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________ Best time to call you about this visit: __________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________________________

09/08/03

