Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue

P.O. Box 607

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

Phone: 609 971 5267 / 732 341 8200

E-Mail: adoptions@shorehearts.org or trainer@shorehearts.org
www.shorehearts.org

Foster Home Guidelines
As a foster home, you will provide a loving family environment to dogs in transition to their new forever homes.  Please read the following guidelines and ask any questions.  

Fostering is an important job.  You will get to know your foster dog and will make the primary recommendations regarding your foster dog’s adoptive home.  

You are responsible for the day-to-day care of your foster dog, including food, grooming, normal supplies, and providing lots of hugs.  

You are also responsible for following the Foster Veterinary Guidelines and taking your foster dog to his or her assigned vet for care as detailed in those guidelines.  

The dog will live in your home.  You will identify and help the dog deal with any baggage or issues, and you will help the dog with house manners and obedience.  Depending upon the dog’s background, you may need to teach the dog how to be comfortable living in a home, how to play, and what love means.  These dogs may be particularly challenging to foster, but the experience is also very rewarding as you watch them blossom.  

Before your foster dog arrives, please make sure your home and yard is safe and secure for an untrained dog and also that your valuables and important papers are out of reach.  

You may want to get a crate set up and to have on hand some of the food the foster dog has been eating.  A slip collar is handy to have.

Recommended Reading

Here are some of our favorite books with lots of useful information:

Golden Retrievers for Dummies, Nona Kilgore Bauer

Second Hand Dog, Carol Lee Benjamin

Dog Owner’s Home Veterinary Handbook, James M Griffin, MD & Lisa D. Carlson, DVM

You may want to have these or similar books on hand for reference purposes.

When your foster dog first comes to your home, make sure that the Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue tag is on his or her collar.  At first when you walk your foster dog on leash, it’s a good idea to use a slip collar.  The slip collar is more secure against a dog slipping out of it than a buckle collar.  Also should the dog get away, he will likely still be wearing his buckle collar with id.    

Keep a daily log of observations of your dog’s health and note any medications given and the time given.  This can be on a piece of notebook paper or in whatever form you find convenient.  Please provide a copy of this record to Lana (fax 212 746 8941) for the rescue records about once a month and when your foster is adopted.  

You may find that your new foster dog to be quiet and withdrawn for the first week or two; others may be clingy or demanding.  This is not unusual; it will take time for your new dog to adjust to her new environment.  Please be patient and consistent since some dogs adjust more rapidly than others.  Given time, your foster dog will respond to the love and affection he or she is receiving.  


It may take a bit of time for your new foster to learn your household routines.  Some Goldens may not be housebroken before coming to rescue.  Consistency and gentle discipline will do wonders.  Use lots of praise for good behavior.  Please bear in mind that many foster dogs do not know what is expected of them or may have received harsh treatment in the past.    

Until you know you can trust your foster dog, you may want to confine him or her to an area of your home that has been “puppy proofed” and where an accident does not matter.  

Crating is a good idea for times when you are not able to supervise your foster dog’s activities.  Most dogs need to know there is a comfortable “safe” place like a crate for them to go.  

If you already have other pets in your home, please be careful and take your time with introductions.  Also if the dog is from a shelter, it’s best to keep him or her separate from your other pets until you are certain that the foster dog does not have kennel cough or other contagious diseases.  Do not assume that your foster dog will get along with your dogs or with other pets.  Even if the introduction goes smoothly, plan to keep them separated for a while when you are away or unable to monitor their activity.  Some growling and posturing among dogs is normal; there may even be short-lived “fights.”  If a dog fight should occur, do not grab the dogs by their collars, reach into the fight, or otherwise approach the dogs.  Instead use your best judgment in letting the dogs fight it out or breaking them up using a method which keeps you safe.  Dogs are pack animals and will generally sort out for themselves who will be dominant.  Use your best judgment in deciding when the time is right for allowing them to remain together unattended.  Try to remain as consistent as possible in your treatment of your existing dog.  Please let the foster home coordinator know immediately if there are any concerns about your foster dog fitting in with your other pets.  

Never leave young children alone with your new foster dog!. Dogs who can be very energetic in their play. This can result in injuries to a small child, even during the most innocent-appearing play behavior.  Any time that your dog is interacting with young children, their activities should be closely supervised by a responsible adult.  All children, whether family members or visitors, should be taught appropriate ways of handling the dog.  They should never be permitted to tease or otherwise provoke the dog in ways that the dog might perceive as a threat (ear-pulling, tail-pulling, etc.).  Nor should children be permitted to disturb a dog who is eating or sleeping.

Once your foster dog is available for adoption, you will help match the dog with an approved adoptive home based on your evaluation of the dog.  You will bring the dog to adoption day events and talk to potential adoptive families about the dog.  

When your foster dog has found his or her forever home, you will complete the rescue paperwork.  Sometimes the paperwork needs to be modified for a particular dog.  Check with Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or  Jeanne @ trainer@shorehearts.org to see what paperwork is required for each adoption.  

Generally the paperwork includes a “What to Expect Form” and the contract for the adoptive family to sign.  When you fill out the “What to Expect Form”, please also check to see that the veterinary information is complete.  When you have filled out the form, please check with Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or Jeanne at trainer@shorehearts.org or 732 341 8200 so we can make sure our records are complete and the dog has any necessary veterinary care.  Keep a copy of the filled out “What to Expect Form” for the Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue files.  If the dog has a pre-existing condition, that will be described in the contract.  Please check with Lana or Jeanne about how to do that.

Before you turn your foster dog over to the new home, please 

(1) Give them the “What to Expect Form” and keep a copy for our files, 

(2) Have them sign the adoption agreement and keep the original signed copy of the agreement for Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue files.  You can tell the new family that they will receive a photocopy of the adoption agreement in the mail 

(3) Collect the adoption donation (preferably in the form of a check made out to Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue).

Mail a copy of the “What to Expect Form”, the original signed adoption agreement, and the donation check to:

Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue
P.O. Box 607

Lanoka Harbor, N.J. 08734

When your foster dog heads to his or her loving forever home, it’s a time for sadness in letting your foster go but also for celebration in knowing that your foster is headed for a great new life full of love and joy, thanks in major part to your efforts on his or her behalf.  Then it’s time to open your heart and your home to the next dog in need.  

Falling in love with your foster dog may well happen.  If it does, you may adopt him or her.  You will sign the same adoption contract and be asked for the same suggested donation as any other adoptive home.  

After the adoption, please follow up with the adoptive home to see how your foster dog is adjusting and to see if there are any concerns or questions.  Please touch base with the new home by phone or email approximately 

1 week,

1 month,

3 months,

6 months, and

a year 

after the adoption.  

Please encourage the adoptive home to send pictures and to consider writing an article for the newsletter or a few paragraphs for the website about their adopted dog.
Please send an email to Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org and Jeanne at Shorehearts.org to let them know how the foster dog is doing.  If the new home has any questions you can’t easily answer, please let Lana and Jeanne know.  Also please let Lana and Jeanne know if you have any concerns about the adoptive home’s care of the dog

If the adoptive home indicates that they are considering returning the dog, please assure them that we will take the dog and contact Lana and Jeanne who will set up arrangements for the acceptance of the dog back into our rescue program.
Thanks for helping your foster Golden!  Remember that the safe haven you provide as a foster home for a dog in need will make all the difference in the world to that dog.

Shore Hearts Golden Retriver Rescue

Veterinary Care Guidelines for Foster Dogs

Foster Dog Health Records

Please take a look at any records you receive with your foster dog, and fill out the attached FOSTER VET RECORD CHECKLIST for the foster dog and keep it updated.  Please record the following on the form or on a separate piece of paper:  veterinary care received, your daily observations of your dog’s health and well-being, any medical conditions your foster dog has, the medications given with the time and date given, and the outcome of any treatment.    

Please note any veterinary procedures which still need to be done and schedule vet appointments as discussed below.    

Please keep all records in a file, notebook or other safe place.  When your foster dog is adopted, please send all health records to Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue for the foster’s permanent record.
Making an Appointment with a Veterinarian

Except in emergency situations, take the dog to your dog’s assigned veterinarian.  That veterinarian supports our rescue efforts and will have an existing account for Shore Hearts Golden Retriver Rescue.  Please ask the veterinarian’s office to set up the records with Love A Golden Rescue as the client name.  

Except in emergency situations, if the appointment is for anything other than one of the routine problems listed below, contact Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or Jeanne at trainer@shorehearts.org or 732 341 8200  before going to the appointment or authorizing any procedures so we can discuss the options.

In an emergency, take the dog to the dog’s assigned vet if possible.  If not, take the dog to the nearest vet or emergency clinic and get any urgent care as soon as possible.  If you have any doubt about the urgency of the situation, please treat the situation as urgent and take the dog to the vet.   Please contact Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or Jeanne at trainer@shorehearts.org or 732 341 8200 as soon as you can and before any follow-up appointments.

Foster Dog’s First Vet Appointment

At the initial vet appointment for the foster dog, take along:

· Any prior vet records for the dog

· Stool sample if possible

At the initial appointment, 

· ask the vet to estimate the age of the dog if we don’t have records of the dog’s age

· ask the vet to do a fecal check for worms & get any wormer which the vet recommends

· get the following vaccinations unless the vet is comfortable with that the existing records show that the dog is already up to date:

· DHLPP shot (and schedule an appointment to get any boosters the vet recommends)

· Rabies shot

· Bordatella 

· Get a heartworm test regardless of existing records unless the vet says that the dog is too young or the test is not necessary.  Have a test for both microfilaria (where they look for the babies in the blood) & antigen (which is a chemical test for the adult female heartworms—sometimes this is called a “snap test”

· Arrange for the dog to be spayed or neutered as soon as feasible unless the dog is already spayed or neutered

· Have the dog microchipped in the name of Shore Hearts Golden Retriver Rescue.  Microchipping can be done in the vet’s office and does not require anesthesia.  However, if the dog is going to be spayed or neutered, arrange to have the microchip implanted when the dog is under anesthesia anyway.

· Ask the vet to check the dog over.  Get any recommended medication to begin treatment of any problems.  If the vet recommends doing a test of any skin problems (for example, to check for ringworm or mange), get that done.  If the vet finds a lump, follow the vet’s recommendation about aspiration.  If the vet should find any problem requiring urgent care, get that done during the visit.  If the vet recommends doing a thyroid test, get that done.  If the dog needs to have a dental cleaning, schedule that at the same time as any spay or neuter.  For any other care which is not urgent, please contact Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or Jeanne at trainer@goldenhearts.org or 732 341 8200 before scheduling the treatment.
Appointment for Spay or Neuter

When the dog is under anesthesia for the spay or neuter operation, please have any of the other procedures which require anesthesia done at the same time if possible.  Also please have the dog microchipped when under anesthesia if possible.  

Other Vet Appointments

Contact either Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or Jeanne at trainer@shorehearts.org or 732 341 8200 before going to the appointment or authorizing any procedures so we can discuss the options unless it is an emergency situation.  For anything which might be an emergency or require urgent care, please take the dog to a vet as soon as possible and notify Lana at adoptions@shorehearts.org or 609 971 5267 or Jeanne at trainer@shorehearts.org or 732 341 8200  as soon as you can and before any follow-up appointments.

Reimbursement for Veterinary Care of Foster Dogs
We prefer for the veterinarian to fax each bill directly to SHORE HEARTS GOLDEN RETREIVER Rescue at Lana’s fax 212 746 5493 so Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue can pay the veterinarian directly.  However, if the veterinarian does not have that arrangement with Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue, Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue will reimburse you for any veterinary care described in these guidelines—that is, for (1) routine care provided to your foster dog by your assigned veterinarian, (2) pre-approved care for unusual problems, or (3) any emergency care.  For reimbursement, please fax the veterinarian receipt to Lana at 212 746 5494 or mail it to:

Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue

P.O. Box 607

Lanoka Harbor, N.J. 08734 

as soon as possible after the appointment.

FOSTER VET RECORD CHECKLIST FOR _______________ ID #:_____

Assigned Vet Name & Contact Info: ________________________

_____________________________________________________

Breed:  Golden Retriever    Purebred?  Yes ___  No ___  

Color:  ____________  Sex:  _______  Weight:  _______

Birthday or Age:  _________  Circle One: Approximate?  Known?  

Food:  _______________________  How much & when? ____________

Vaccinations:

Rabies:  _________  1 year or 3 year?  __   Tag Number:  _________

DHLPP:  1st ________  2nd (if vet recommends)  _________

Bordetella:  _________

Heartworm Antigen Test:  Date:  ________  Results:  __________

Heartworm Preventative Type:  __________  

Date Given: ________  Date Due:  ________

Flea Treatment Type:  ________ 

Date Given: ________  Date Due:    ________ 

Fecal Exam:  Date:  ________  Results:  __________

Worming if appropriate:  Type:  ___________   Date:_______

Microchip:  Type:  _________   Chip #:  _______________________

Spay/Neuter Surgery: 

Date:  _____________

Suture Removal:  _________

Ear problems? ______________________________________________

Dental if appropriate:  Date:  ________  Results:  __________

Skin problems?  _____________________________________________

Thyroid Test if appropriate:  Date:  ________  Results:  __________

Any Lumps aspirated? Removed?  Date:  ________  Results:  __________

Known allergies?  ___________________________________________

Other Treatments: __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Check here if additional pages are attached:  ____
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