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SHORE HEARTS GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE

P.O. Box 607

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

Phone: 609 971 5267 or 732 341 8200

E-Mail:  adoptions@shorehearts.org
Fax:

Website: www.shorehearts.org
New Owner Expectation Form

NAME:  _________________

SEX:  Spayed Female – Neutered Male

COLOR:  ________________

Rescue ID Number:  ______

Thank you for choosing to rescue a dog in need.  We hope that you will have many happy, loving years with your new companion.   

We are here to help with any questions you may have regarding your new dog.  We want to make the transition from foster life to permanent family life go as smoothly as possible.  

Below you will find a brief list of things you may encounter in your first weeks of adjustment.  Feel free to call your dog’s “foster family” with any questions or difficulties you may have during your dog’s first few weeks in your home.

You may find that your new dog seems quiet and withdrawn for the first week or two; others may be clingy or demanding.  This is not unusual; it will take time for your new dog to adjust to her new environment.  Please be patient, some dogs adjust more rapidly than others.  Given time, your dog will respond to the love and affection she is receiving.


It will take a bit of time for your new dog to learn your household routines.  This may result in an “accident “ or two, until you both become aware of each other’s habits.  Try to be consistent and gentle in the manner with which you discipline.  Use lots of praise for good behavior.  Be sure to ask what method of discipline your dog’s foster family has found successful.

You may wish to confine your new dog to an area of your home that has been “puppy proofed”, no matter what the age of the dog you have adopted.  Most dogs need to know there is a comfortable “safe” place for them to go.  If at all possible, you may want to limit the number of visitors in your home until your dog becomes comfortable with your family.  Lots of noisy activity can be very frightening to an animal in a strange environment.

If you already have a dog in your home, we recommend that you keep them separated for a while when you are away or unable to monitor their activity.  Some growling and posturing is normal; there may even be short-lived “fights”.  Dogs are pack animals and will generally sort out for themselves who will be dominant.  Use your best judgment in deciding when the time is right for allowing them to remain together unattended.  Try to remain as consistent as possible in your treatment of your existing dog.  

Never leave young children alone with your new dog!. Your new dog has been evaluated by his/her foster family for temperament, and although we try very hard to match the dog to your family's needs, there is no guarantee that the dog will not inadvertently harm a small child.  Your new dog can be very energetic in play. This can result in injuries to a small child, even during the most innocent-appearing play behavior.  Any time that your dog is interacting with young children, their activities should be closely supervised by a responsible adult.  All children, whether family members or visitors, should be taught appropriate ways of handling the dog.  They should never be permitted to tease or otherwise provoke the dog in ways that the dog might perceive as a threat (ear-pulling, tail-pulling, etc.).  Nor should children be permitted to disturb a dog who is eating or sleeping.

Plan to spend as much time as possible with your new dog to ease the many adjustments she will face in your home.  Dogs need to be with people and do best when they are treated as an integral member of the family.  Leaving your dog alone in the yard for long periods of time is likely to result in undesirable behaviors such as excessive barking and digging.  Most of the dogs turned over to rescue are in desperate need of the love and attention they did not receive from their former owners.

We strongly recommend participating in some type of structured obedience training, whether you enroll in formal classes or train on your own.  Some form of obedience work, practiced on a daily basis, will help your dog bond with you and your family, and will also help the dog learn what is expected of her.  This is especially important for those adopting younger dogs.  

What happens if the adoption just doesn’t work?  We are very careful in evaluating and placing our dogs.  However, sometimes circumstances may change, or the dog and you are not a good match.  If this should happen, please contact us immediately.  We will gladly take the dog back regardless of the circumstances.

What should I do if I have questions about my dog after adoption?  If you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to brag about your dog, please do not hesitate to contact us, either by phone or by e-mail.  

How can I contact Shore Hearts Golden Retriever Rescue?

Phone: (609) 971 5267 or (732) 341 8200 

Cell: 24 hrs. (732) 232 3983

E-Mail: adoptions@shorehearts.org

www.shorehearts.org        
Attached you will find some observations that are specific to the particular dog that you 

have adopted.  If you have questions, please ask.  Should your new dog display behavior that you are uncertain about or don’t know how to handle, please call us.  We want your adoption experience to be as happy and stress-free as possible. 

Name of ___________’s Foster Parent:





Foster Parent Contact Info:  ________________________________

Shore Hearts General Contact Info:

Phone: 609 971 5267 or 732 341 8200

Cell:  24 hrs (732 232 3983)



E-Mail:     adoptions@shorehearts.org

www.shorehearts.org   

Feeding:  _____ cups of ________________________ food ____ times a day

(with water mixed in/without water mixed in)

Potty habits (first outing _______am, frequency of taking dog out, last outing ______pm): 

Good Behaviors:

Behaviors Needing Improvement:

Previous Veterinarian:



Phone:

Medications:

Due dates for shots:  

Heartworm preventative:  _________ on the ____ of the month
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